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More fundamentally, some academics believe the plan reflected outdated
thinking about watershed management. "The Four Rivers Project is out of
step with the way river management is evolving in the developed world."
says G. Mathias Kondolf, a geomorphologist at the University of California,
Berkeley. He says planners in Europe and the United States now aim to
give rivers room to meander and flood. This approach is more ecologically
sound, Kondolf says, and eliminates river maintenance imposed by dredging
and embankments. Project official Hong counters that based on their

research and case studies of rivers in South Korea, dams and dredging is
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